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Development of diagnostic devices in Korean medicine and trends in
application of quantitative diagnostic technologies

Abstract:

The 4 diagnostic methods of Korean medicine (KM) consist of visual inspection, auscultation,
palpation, and questionnaire. In order to quantify the methods, various techniques have been
developed. Visual inspection consists of facial diagnosis, tongue diagnosis, analysis of body type
and posture, and analysis of color and shape. Auscultation includes voice diagnosis, analysis of
abdominal sound and respiration. Palpation refers to pulse diagnosis, abdominal stiffness,
sensitivity, and coldness. Questionnaires include health status, constitution, and pattern
identification (PI) questionnaires. With the 4 diagnostic methods, the PI and constitution of KM
come out as a result, and the corresponding acupuncture points are stimulated with heat, light,
and electromagnetic sources. The directions of making them wearable devices are introduced as
well.
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